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17th March 2023 

Dear Parents/Carers, Staff and all stakeholders of St Peter’s Catholic Primary School, 

In January, we wrote to you to ask you to complete an online consultation regarding the 

formation of a Catholic Multi Academy Trust and the conversion of St. Peter’s Catholic Primary 

School into the Trust.  

 

The consultation presentation on Thursday 19th January 2023, was attended by 5 stakeholders. 

We received 97 electronic and 4 paper consultation returns.  Responses, as outlined in the 

table below, were positive: 

 Yes No  Not Sure 

Do you agree with the Mission, Vision and Values 

proposed for the MAT? 

85% 14% 1% 

Do you agree that joined up leadership and sharing of 

teaching expertise and resources across the MAT would 

help to improve the quality of education for children 

attending Catholic schools being served by it? 

79% 3% 18% 

Do you agree with the selected school’s proposal to 

convert to academy status and join The Little Way 

Catholic Educational Trust 

63% 4% 33% 

 

The consultation also gave stakeholders the opportunity to make comments, ask questions 

etc.  Questions and our answers are as follows: 

Your questions/comments Our answers/comments 

Will the Headteacher still have 

control of decision making for our 

school? 

Yes.  The model that we are working towards is one 

where each school retains its autonomy. 

Will supply teachers come from a 

MAT pool? 

This will be a decision for the Trust Board. 

I agree, shared skills will be a 

great thing for all the pupils. 

This is an exciting aspect of the MAT. 

Will teachers be moved from one 

school to another in the MAT? 

No. Teachers are contracted to their school.  They will 

only move to another school within the MAT if they 

apply for a job in another school within the MAT. 



 

What will the sharing of teaching, 

expertise and resources look like? 

If one of the schools in the MAT has identified an area 

for development and another school in the MAT is very 

successful in this area then the CEO would ensure that 

there were opportunities to share this expertise.  This 

could be through staff meeting CPD, subject leader 

meetings or even teacher release time to go and 

observe the best practice. 

From my experience of my other 

child’s academy school there was 

less accountability to parents.  Do 

MATs lose the support of the LA 

for special needs? What about 

protection for staff? 

Accountability to parents is very important and this will 

be sustained in the new MAT. 

We will not lose the support of the LA for special needs. 

Staff are protected – the process to become a MAT is 

very rigorous and TUPE ensures that staff are 

protected. 

My worry would be values of new 

staff from the academy and their 

commitment to St Peter’s values. 

We understand.  As we are all Catholic schools we will 

share Christian values.  All the Catholic schools were 

involved in writing the MAT’s vision, mission and 

values.  The values in this came from each of the 

individual schools.  

 

 

Following the consultation, the Governors have considered the consultation responses 

and have agreed to commit to the process.  An initial conversion date of 1 September 

was proposed, but due to additional background work that needs to take place, the 

Project Manager has recommended that we work towards a conversion date of 1 

January 2024. 

We will keep you fully informed of our journey and thank you for your support. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Monsignor Liam Slattery 

Chair of Governors 


